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“Ready4Work has helped me in many different ways.  By attending their pre-employment 


training  classes I learned more about myself and gained an understanding  why in the past  I 


made bad judgments that hurt me and the people I loved.  I also learned how to get a job, and 


most importantly, how to keep one.  Then Ready4Work found me a part-time warehouse job 


with Marco Ophthalmic. Within 6 months I received a promotion to full-time employment 


and am entering my second year.  I am also in the process of buying my first house through the 


Operation New Hope housing program.   I am thankful that there is a program in Jacksonville 


that gives those of us who are motivated and in need a second chance.  Thank you 


Ready4Work for everything that you did for me and everything you are doing for the 


community and people like me.” 


 


 
 
 
 
 


Brandon Henry 


Ready4Work Participant  








 


 


 


 


 


“Ready4Work teaches you how to go about new things… and they don’t give 


up.” 


 


 
 
 
 
 


 


Charlotte S. 


Former Ready4Work Participant  


 








 


 


 


 


 


“Joyce, you changed many people daily by simply being you.  You are one of the 


very few positives I’ve ever had in my whole life and for that I am forever 


grateful.”  


 


  


 
 
 
 
 


Cheslea J. 


Former Ready4Work Participant  








 


 


 


 


 


 


“Ready4Work has given me a sense of self worth and a sense of pride.  They 


have become my family.” 


 


 
 
 
 
 


 


Daniel C. 


Former Ready4Work Participant  


 


 








 


 


 


 


 


 


“I just got caught up with the wrong people… All I want is a chance to prove 


myself.” 


 


 
 
 
 
 


 


Debra H. 


Former Ready4Work Participant  


 








 


 


 


 


 


 


“Without those people to stick with me, I don’t know what I would have done.  


I’m very grateful that people gave me another chance.” 


 


 
 
 
 
 


 


Gerald D., Jr. 


Former Ready4Work Participant  


 








 


 


 


 


 


 


“I was mad at first, but Ready4Work taught me you can fall down and make it 


back to the top…I’m not doing it just for me, but for a lot of guys I left behind 


in prison who didn’t get a second chance.” 


 


 
 
 
 
 


 


Jamal R. 


Former Ready4Work Participant  


 








 


 


 


 


November 17th … 


“I was nominated for an award for my work this summer…I think I have a good 


shot.” 


 


November 19th … 


“I WON THE AWARD!” 


 


 


 
 
 
 
 


Kim P.,  


Former Ready4Work Participant








 


 


 


 


 


“Mr. Gay, I emailed you several weeks ago about your program.  I had a lengthy 


conversation with Carlos over the phone and I also did an assessment with 


Marshall at the Gateway WorkSource office.  They have been the most helpful 


people I have been in contact with so far!  I wanted to thank you for your help 


and let you know what outstanding people you have working for you!” 


 


 
 
 
 
 


Margaret D., 


Inquiring Ready4Work Participant 








 


 


 


 


 


 


“… I’m on my way… I was blessed ‘cause I didn’t think I was going to get a job 


that soon… I went to Operation New Hope four days after I got out, and they 


prepared me for everything that leads me to stand here today.” 


 


 
 
 
 
 


 


Marvin W. 


Former Ready4Work Participant  


 








 


 


 


 


 


“I have gained the ability to cope with changes in my life, juggling all aspects of 


life, including children and work.  I felt really good about the program.             


It helped me to learn a lot about myself, and that people really can change!” 


 


 
 
 
 
 


 


Mary M. 


Former Ready4Work Participant  


 








 


 


 


 


 


“I will be starting my new job on Monday.  I’m so excited and looking forward 


to feeling productive again.  I wanted to take the time to thank each of you for 


all the support you’ve provided me.  The Ready4Work program has been a 


wonderful experience for me.  Each of you made a significant impact on my life 


and I’m forever grateful.” 


 


 


 
 
 
 
 


Myra C. 


Former Ready4Work Participant  


 








 


 


 


 


 


 


“I was having problems internally because I felt so stupid… but they never 


looked at me like that… they treated me like a smart person again.” 


 


 
 
 
 
 


 


Ruthie R. 


Former Ready4Work Participant  


 








 


 


 


 


 


“Ready4Work was the final thing that helped me break the cycle…Since 1991 I 


wanted to make a change in my life, but could never get over the hump.” 


 


 
 
 
 
 


 


Sal A. 


Former Ready4Work Participant  


 








 


 


 


 


 


“I wanted to change and better myself.  I made a mistake and they 


helped me get back on my feet.” 
 


 
 
 
 
 


 


Sean T. 


Former Ready4Work Participant  


 








 


 


 


 


 


“I realize that I have made poor choices in my past, but I don’t want those 


choices to become my future… this program has equipped me with 


employability and life skills that have helped me go back out to the community 


and obtain legal work instead of going back to a life of crime.” 


 


 
 
 
 
 


 


Sharnika W. 


Former Ready4Work Participant  


 








 


 


 


 


 


 


“The Ready4Work staff were very positive – they really care and will go the 


extra mile… They helped me when I most needed it.” 


 


 
 
 
 
 


 


Shawn E. 


Former Ready4Work Participant  


 


 





