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Local Ex-Convicts Can Help Clean Up Oil

Operation New Hope Offers Second Chance For Ex-Offenders
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JACKSONVILLE, Fla. -- A local nonprofit organization is looking for ex-convicts to help clean up oil washing ashore
in the Panhandle.

Operation New Hope, which helps men and women recently released from prison find work, has a new contract that
allows it to help hundreds of ex-offenders get a second chance.

On Friday, instructors explained to a group of ex-offenders what to expect when they leave Sunday for Pensacola.
They have their gear, gloves and 40 hours of beach cleanup training under their belts.

Michael Love is among them. With a felony on his record, he has struggled to find work, until now.
Video: &= Project Hires For Beach Cleanup

"l can actually start living now. | found some work," Love said.

It's work that will have him making between $11 and $12 an hour over the next six months cleaning up oil on
Florida beaches.

"I will be able to take care of my kids, pay bills, eat, you know, live comfortable,” Love said.

"Folks typically are going to net $3,000 or $4,000 a month, which is really significant when you think about it," said
Kevin Gay, founder of Operation New Hope.

Gay said there are requirements for whom the organization can train and hire.

First, only ex-offenders who have been released from prison within the last 2 1/2 years -- from January 2008 or
later -- can apply.

The organization can't hire anyone who has a violent record or any arrests involving sex crimes.
The work is physical, so the nonprofit is looking for people between 18 and 45 years old.
Finally, they must be a U.S. Citizen, and they must pass a drug test and consent to random drug tests.

"We're going to have our staff with them there," Gay said. "We're going to have case managers and job developers
in Pensacola drug tested every week, focused on the work and representing us well."
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Gay said it's a second chance for the ex-offenders and perhaps a good way to make amends for their past.

"We're going to help clean up the environment to make it better,” Love said. "I feel wonderful about it to have the
opportunity to help contribute.”

Operation New Hope has 300 to 500 jobs available for ex-offenders who meet the requirements. To apply, call the
organization's Ready 4 Work Program at 904-354-HOPE.

Copyright 2010 by News4Jax.com. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or
redistributed.
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SURVEY
Has the oil spill in the Gulf Coast changed your habits at the pump?

@® Yes. | won't shop at BP.
QO | am less likely to shop at BP.
O No. I will still shop at BP.

O I'm not sure.
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Gulf Oil Spill: Watch It Grow
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“7:33 P.M. GMT june 3, 20103:21 P.M. GMT august 20, 2010
An estimated 5,000 barrels of oil a day has leaked into the Gulf of Mexico since the offshore rig explosion that killed 11 BP workers in April. View the oil
spill's progression via NOAA images here.
BP Qil Spill Investigation
6:26 A.M. september 8, 20106:26 A.M. september 8, 2010

null

How Do You Stop An Oil Slick?

6:38 P.M. GMT may 13, 2010 6:23 P.M. GMT september 23, 2010

What can be done to clean up spilled oil?

Boycott BP Over Gulf Spill?
Has the oil spill in the Gulf Coast changed your habits at the pump?
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